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ABSTRACT

Diesel exhaust aerosols (DEAs) can absorb and accumulate toxic metal particulates and bacteria
suspended in the atmospheric environment, which impact human health and the environment.
The use of acoustic standing waves (ASWs) to aggregate DEA is currently considered to be an
efficient particle removal method; however, study of the effect of different temperatures on the
acoustic aggregation process is scarce. To explore the method and technology to regulate and
optimize the aerosol aggregation process through temperature tuning, an acoustic apparatus
integrated with a temperature regulation function was constructed. Using this apparatus, the
effect of different characteristic temperatures (CTs) on the aerosol aggregation process was
investigated experimentally in the ASW environment. Under constant conditions of acoustic
frequency 1.286 kHz, voltage amplitude 17 V and input electric power 16.7 W, the study
concentrated on temperature effects on the aggregation process in the CT range of 58-72°C. The
DEA opacity was used. The results demonstrate that the aggregation process is quite sensitive to
the CT, and that the optimal DEA aggregation can be achieved at 66°C. The aggregated particles
of 68.17 um are composed of small nanoparticles of 13.34-62.15 nm. At CTs higher and lower
than 66°C, the apparatus in non-resonance mode reduces the DEA aggregation level. For other
instruments, the method for obtaining the optimum temperature for acoustic agglomeration is
universal. This preliminary demonstration shows that the use of acoustic technology to regulate
the aerosol aggregation process through tuning the operating temperature is feasible and
convenient.
© 2017 The Research Center for Eco-Environmental Sciences, Chinese Academy of Sciences.
Published by Elsevier B.V.

Introduction

pollution, such as the particulate matter of diameter less than
2.5 pm (PM; ) level. Acoustic removal (Chen et al., 2009, 2015;

The diesel engine, as a type of combustion engine, is widely
used in transportation areas, and has become a troublesome
soot emitter for the atmospheric environment. Numerous
diesel exhaust aerosols (DEAs), commonly with submicron
size, (Guan et al., 2015; Burtscher, 2005; Kittelson, 1998; Harris
and Maricg, 2001; Wang et al., 2012) are exhausted into the
environment, which exacerbates the atmospheric particle
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Gallego-Juarez et al., 1999; Gonzélez et al., 2003; Guo et al., 2012;
Liuetal., 2009, 2011; Noorpoor et al., 2012; Sheng and Shen, 2007;
Sun et al., 2013; Yuen et al., 2014) enhances the growth process
from small to large aerosol particles by means of acoustic
standing waves (ASW) impacts. The process through which the
ASW interacts with DEA is generally referred to as acoustic
aggregation. Chen et al. (2009) found that the particle size
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distribution of the ultrafine particles in diesel engine exhaust
can be markedly changed by ASW at room temperature.
Noorpoor et al. (2012) asserted that the ASW field can coagulate
nano-particles in diesel exhaust in order to become larger size
under any temperature condition. In addition, many re-
searchers, for example, Chen et al. (2015), Sun et al. (2013), Guo
etal. (2012), Liu et al. (2009, 2011) and Gallego-Juarez et al. (1999),
have verified that coal-fired flue ash can be significantly
removed by an enhanced process of acoustic aggregation.
Chen et al. (2015) proposed that the coupling of the acoustic
and electric environment can efficiently remove fine particles
from coal combustion. Yuen et al. (2014) proposed that
nonlinear acoustics can act as an energy-efficient technique to
enhance the aerosol removal process. Sun et al. (2013) proposed
that the coupling effect between a gas jet and acoustic wave can
also efficiently remove coal-fired particles. Qiao et al. (2015)
proposed that the structural parameters of the acoustic
resonant field can enhance the spatial distribution of aerosols
and result in the X-pattern distribution phenomenon. In the
above studies, temperature is commonly considered as an
important factor (Noorpoor et al., 2012; Sheng and Shen, 2007;
Liu et al., 2009; Gonzélez et al., 2003) impacting the effect of
aerosol removal in an ASW field, yet relevant experimental
studies investigated the removal process under a constant
temperature condition. Study on the effect of different temper-
atures on the removal process is scarce. Considering the
importance of the temperature factor on the acoustic aggrega-
tion process, it is necessary to study the potential effects of
temperature on the aerosol aggregation process in an acoustic
field, which is the objective of this paper.

In recent studies on aerosol removal by ASW (Chen et al., 2009,
2015; Gallego-Juarez et al., 1999; Guo et al., 2012; Liu et al., 2009,
2011; Noorpoor et al., 2012; Qiao et al., 2014, 2015; Sheng and Shen,
2007; Sun et al., 2013; Yao et al.,, 2010; Yuen et al., 2014), the
particle size distribution is generally considered an indispensable
factor to reflect the change of aerosol behavior characteristics.
One important reason is that smaller aerosols (such as those with
particle size less than 2.5 um) cannot be completely removed by
the traditional particle removal apparatus (Yao et al., 2010). The
second is that the particle size distribution of aerosols can clearly
change under the influence of ASW. In addition, aerosol opacity is
an important index to determine the concentration of aerosols
(Kumar et al., 2005; Zajac, 2008; Czechlowski et al.,, 2015). The
mechanism is based on the light penetrability of smoke with
different aerosol concentrations. A higher opacity corresponds to
a higher concentration of aerosol. Notably, the aerosol opacity is
currently considered as a control index to assess the emission
performance of diesel exhaust (Sae, 1996). Accordingly, in this
paper we will utilize the opacity to characterize the aerosol
concentration variation with different characteristic tempera-
tures (CTs) given by a temperature tuning platform.

In our previous study, we invented a new apparatus for
generating an ASW field (Qiao et al., 2014, 2015). The perfor-
mance in aerosol removal has been tested for tobacco smoke
(Qiao et al., 2014). Based on the apparatus, a new apparatus for
generating an ASW field with optimal temperature control was
constructed to explore the effect of temperature on the acoustic
aggregation process for DEA. The DEA aggregation process was
investigated at six different CTs in the range of 58-72°C. The
corresponding DEA opacity variation was used to evaluate the

effect on the DEA aggregation process. Especially, we empha-
size the interesting potential of the enhancement of the
acoustic aggregation level by means of temperature tuning.

1. Experiment and method
1.1. Experimental apparatus

The laboratory experimental unit was constructed, and the main
configuration of the acoustic apparatus with the temperature
tuning platform is shown in Fig. 1. The composite image
composed of images A, B and C simply represents the apparatus
configuration for generating an ASW field with optimal temper-
ature control. The ASW field in the cylindrical aerosol chamber
(CAQ) is regulated and controlled with a pair of opposing
Helmholtz resonant sources (HRS) composed of a Helmholtz
resonator (HR) and speaker (Qiao et al., 2014, 2015). The HRS based
on acoustic streaming causes a large acoustic pressure. The
dashed arrow demonstrates the supply process for the sinusoidal
alternating-current (AC) voltage signal from the signal generator
and amplifier to the speaker. The temperature tuning platform
composed of heating tape, temperature controller and thermo-
couple has the function of conveniently regulating and control-
ling the heating temperature. The heating tape is wrapped on the
wall of the CAC to form a steady operating temperature
environment in it. The heating temperature of the heating tape
is regulated by the temperature controller by manipulating the
warming-up time. The thermocouple for measuring CT is
mounted on the interface between the heating tape and the
outside surface of CAC at position D (see image B). The dash dot
line demonstrates the process of temperature regulation and
control. The double dash line represents the signal wire of the
thermocouple. The opacity measurement system consists of a
smoke opacity meter (SV-5Y, Tianjin Shi Shengwei Development
of Science Company Limited, China) and exhaust gas analyzer
(SV-5Q, Tianjin Shi Shengwei Development of Science Company
Limited, China). The sampling probe of the smoke opacity meter
is inserted into the cushion chamber to extract DEA. The opacity
data measured by the smoke opacity meter is analyzed and
recorded by the exhaust gas analyzer. The measured precision of
the opacity is +0.2%. The solid line arrow demonstrates the flow
direction of diesel exhaust in each component. At the smoke
entrance of position F (see image C), the smoke exhausted from
diesel is drawn into the CAC by an exhaust separator. After the
action of ASW field at a specific temperature condition in CAC,
the diesel exhaust is discharged into the cushion chamber. The
cushion chamber is used for the DEA sampling of the opacity
measurement system. The smoke output of the CAC is arranged
at position E (see image A), as the sampling point for the opacity
measurement. This point represents the average position be-
tween the adjacent nodal point and anti-nodal point of ASW.
For the experiment parameters of the diesel engine, the
torsion is 19.9 N-m, and the load is 17%; the engine speed is
1204 r/min; the power is 2.51 kW; the fuel consumption is
403.5 g/kWh. For the experimental parameters of the acoustic
sources, the voltage amplitude and the total electrical power
input of the signal supplied from the amplifier to the speakers is
17 V and 16.7 W, respectively. During the acoustic aggregation
experiment at all CTs, the acoustic frequency is constant, always
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Fig. 1 - Schematic diagram of experimental apparatus. The main component images A, B and C of acoustic apparatus
composed by opposing HRS (in A and C) and CAC (in B); HRS: Helmholtz resonant source; CAC: cylindrical aerosol chamber;
position D of the thermocouple; the positions of entrance (F) and output (E) of CAG; HR: Helmholtz resonator.

equaling the driving frequency 1.286 kHz of the speakers; the
voltage amplitude, the input electric power and the geometric
parameters of the apparatus are also kept constant. For the
temperature parameters, the steady temperatures measured
inside CAC at each CT are respectively 47.2 + 0.4°C at 58°C,
50.3 £ 0.1°C at 64°C, 52.2 + 0.3°C at 66°C, 53.5 = 0.5°C at 68°C,
55.5+ 0.5°C at 70°C and 57.5 +0.5°C at 72°C. Note that the
directly measured CT indicates the specific wall temperature of
the CAC. Due to the thermal resistance between the wall and
host fluid medium, the CT is different from the steady
temperature of the diesel exhaust inside the CAC. The CT is
defined to distinguish the two temperatures.

1.2. Method

1.2.1. Mechanism of aerosol aggregation

The DEA aggregation process is strongly affected by complex
experimental conditions such as pressure, temperature, humid-
ity and so on. According to the theory of acoustic aggregation
(Noorpoor et al.,, 2012; Sheng and Shen, 2007), the collision and
growth process of small aerosols in diesel exhaust can be
affected by regulating the temperature of the diesel exhaust.
However, the effect of temperature on acoustic aggregation is
mainly attributed to Brownian diffusion (Noorpoor et al., 2012),
yetis rarely attributed to the acoustic resonance (Johansson et al.,
2013). The comprehensive mechanism of acoustic aggregation
for inhalable particles such as DEA needs further exploration
(Guo et al., 2012). In particular, the practical aerosol trapping and
agglomeration at the nodal points of ASW is not necessarily

contained in this regime (Hawkes and Radel, 2013). On the other
hand, the acoustic radiation force has recently been indicated as
an efficient mechanism for particle aggregation in the fluid of an
ASW environment (Ahn et al., 2014; Karpul et al., 2010; Laurell et
al., 2007; Kozuka et al., 2007; Yuen et al., 2014; Hammarstrom et
al.,, 2012; Qiao et al., 2014; Cheng et al., 2016). On the basis of this
mechanism, the proper temperature requirement can regulate
the specific trapping efficiency for small particles in an ASW fluid
(Johansson et al., 2013). Considering that the particle size of DEA
is much smaller than the ASW wavelength of generated in the
apparatus, 279 mm, the acoustic radiation force introduced by
Bruus (2012) is suitable for the working principle of our apparatus.

According to the Gor’Kov (1962) suggestion that the aerosol
geometry should be a compressible sphere, Bruus (2012)
expressed the acoustic radiation force F*#¢ (N) of the ASW on
a single, small sphere as,

F;ad _ _azUrad, (1)
yurd = J%cosz(kz)—%sinz(kz) x ma*kop2, (2)
f1(R) = 1-k, where g = ?, (3)
0
_2(p-1) __Pp
fo(p) = %1 where p e (4)

Here, k (m™?) is the wavenumber of the acoustic wave; z (m) is
the axial coordinate of CAC; a (m) is the radius of the spherical
aerosol; p, (Pa) is the amplitude of the acoustic pressure; ko
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(Pa™") and k, (Pa™') are the compressibility of the host fluid
medium and the aerosol, respectively; po (kg/m?) and p,, (kg/m?)
are the density of the host fluid medium and the aerosol,
respectively.

A number of reports (Ahn et al,, 2014; Laurell et al., 2007;
Hammarstrom et al.,, 2012; Karpul et al., 2010; Kozuka et al.,,
2007; Weiser et al., 1984; Yuen et al., 2014; Foresti et al., 2013;
Johansson et al., 2013; Bruus, 2012; Gor'’Kov, 1962) have
indicated that DEA exposed to the ASW environment with
different temperature parameters is subjected to the action of
the acoustic radiation force. The DEA is trapped at the nodal
points of the ASW due to acoustic radiation force, and particles
agglomerate with each other, which contributes to the aerosol
aggregation process (Ahn et al., 2014; Laurell et al., 2007; Weiser
et al., 1984; Hammarstrom et al., 2012; Kozuka et al., 2007; Yuen
et al., 2014; Gallego-Juarez et al., 1999; Johansson et al., 2013).

Because the experimental apparatus can be considered an
acoustic resonator, the acoustic pressure in the CAC depends
on how close the drive frequency is to its resonant frequency.
The resonant frequency f, (kHz) of CAC is a function of the
speed of sound in a fluid medium, and the sound speed
depends on the steady temperature T (°C) measured in the
CAC. The relation between the resonant frequency and the
temperature is expressed as (Beranek, 1954).

f, =n(331.4+0.607 T)/(2 L. (5)

Here, n =7 and L = 978 mm are respectively the harmonic
order and the length of the CAC. Using Eq. (5), the variation of the
resonant frequency with CT can be calculated. The experimental
values of the resonant frequency can be found by the measured
frequency response curves of acoustic pressure at different CTs.
The frequency value corresponding to the peak in the measured
curve is the experimental resonant frequency at each CT. It can
be seen from Fig. 2 that the calculated and experimental trend
lines are approximately parallel. For each CT, the calculated
value of the resonant frequency is close to the experimental
value.

For measurement of the frequency response curve at each
CT, the change range of the drive frequency is from 1.21 to
1.33 kHz. In the constant voltage amplitude and input electric

Fig. 2 - Resonant frequency variation with CT (characteristic
temperature).

power of speakers, for each drive frequency and each CT, the
amplitude p, of acoustic pressure can be measured by using
acoustic pressure meters (Qiao et al., 2014) and considered as
the maximum acoustic pressure P in CAC. For different drive
frequencies, many different maximum acoustic pressures P
can be acquired at different CTs, in which the maximum value
of all P is defined as Ppax. Each P can be normalized by the
ratio P/Ppyax.

The influence of the CT on the acoustic pressure amplitude p,
is shown in Fig. 3. As an example, the curves for the acoustic
pressure ratios in Fig. 3a represent the different frequency
responses of acoustic pressure at different CTs. For each response
curve, there always exists one resonant frequency corresponding
to a peak value. When the drive frequency of the input signal
equals the resonant frequency, resonance occurs. When the drive
frequency is lower or higher than this frequency, sub- or
super-resonances occur, respectively. Due to the different
resonant frequencies at different CTs, under the constant drive
frequency of 1.286 kHz the maximum acoustic pressures are
different, as shown in Fig. 3b. At the CT of 66°C, the acoustic
pressure with CTs achieves the peak value.

Fig. 3 - Temperature dependence of acoustic pressure.

(a) Resonant response; (b) acoustic pressure change. P: the
maximum acoustic pressure at one drive frequency and one
CT; Pmax: the maximum value of P; P/P,,.y: the acoustic
pressure ratio.
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Accordingly, the aerosol aggregation process under the
action of ASW can be optimized by the temperature regulation
and control. When the CT changes, the intensity of the aerosol
collision and growth process will change. The number
concentration of aerosols is changed with the change in
intensity.

1.2.2. Opacity data processing
Particles can scatter light when they alter the direction of
radiation beams without absorbing radiation, which is the
principal mechanism for limiting the visibility of the atmo-
sphere. The scattering of light by air molecules is inefficient
because their size is orders of magnitude smaller than the
wavelengths of visible radiation (0.4-0.7 pm). Due to the large
size of aerosols, the visibility is reduced significantly. The value
of the smoke opacity meter varies with the DEA concentration.
The measured opacity variation represents the DEA concentra-
tion variation at different CTs. Through continuous measure-
ment of opacity, a series of discrete data can be taken at each
CT. The aerosol aggregation processes at different CTs are
indirectly reflected in the tested opacity data time series.

For the discrete time-domain information x(t), the frequency-
domain information based on discrete Fourier transformation
can be analyzed as in Egs. (6a) and (6b),

N-1

SexW) = &Y Yiely) exp(-i2muy/N), (6a)
y=0
N-y

Yaly) =0 XGRG+Y) =012, m). (6b)
70

Here, Syy(w) is the power spectrum density for the opacity
data time series; x(j), equivalent to x(jAt) = x(t), is the discrete
time series data for the tested opacity; Y«(y) is equivalent to
Yx(YAt) = Yix(7); 7 is the moving value of the time coordinate; At
is the time interval for collecting the sample; N=T,/Atis the total
amount of sample collected, T, is the total time for sample
collection. Due to the practical complexity of Eq. (6a), the Sxx(w)
can be solved by the fast Fourier transform algorithm. The
power spectrum density in the frequency-domain information
reveals the potential periodic characteristics of irregular opacity
time-domain information acquired from the practical complex
process of aerosol aggregation.

For the discrete time-domain data x(t), the probability
distribution function is expressed as Eq. (7),

P(X<x,Ts) = % 7)

Here, X = {x(t)} is the collective sample function. At the
moment of T3, the sample frequency for the sample function
with value no greater than the designated value x is Ny,
which is the accumulation frequency for the sample vari-
able. Eq. (7) is the distribution function of the discrete opacity
variable X, and demonstrates the normalization method for
the sample frequency N;. Depending on the variation of the
distribution function with the designated opacity value x, the
discrete opacity data at different CTs is compared by
calculating the normalized frequency. Such comparison
reveals the hidden regulation in the numerous opacity
time-series data.

2. Analysis and discussion of tested results
2.1. Difference in the aerosol opacity between two CTs

Fig. 4 shows the characteristics of the DEA opacity responses
at 66 and 70°C during data collection duration more than
9 min. Just as shown in Fig. 4a and b, the opacity response has
two characteristic values, 67.5% (average) and 23.8% (aver-
age), at 66 and 70°C. These two characteristic values
approximately constitute the series data for the opacity in
the time domain. The time-domain information is obviously
different at 66 and 70°C. The opacity at 66°C is generally
greater than that at 70°C. The smaller the average
time-interval is for opacity greater than 60% during the data
collection, the greater the time-interval density is for the
observation of opacity greater than 60%. It is obvious that the
time-interval density at 66°C is much larger than that at 70°C.
However, the instantaneous variation of the time-interval at
each CT appears complex.

For exploring the regularity in the variation of the complex
opacity data, the time period of the opacity data is shown in
Fig. 4c to g. Considering the frequency-domain information to
be completely equivalent to time-domain information, based
on Eqg. (6a) and (6b), the time period characteristic of the
opacity in the time domain at different temperatures is
quantified accurately by a fast Fourier transform. Fig. 4g
shows that the power spectrum is different at 66 and 70°C.
The intensity of the power spectrum at 66°C is seemingly
greater than that at 70°C. The quantitative difference between
the two spectra indicates that the time period is extraordi-
narily different at 66 and 70°C.

On the basis of the time series data for the measured
opacity at 66 and 70°C, the difference obtained from
the two-aspect analysis of the time-domain and the
frequency-domain verifies experimentally the different par-
ticle variation characteristics in the aggregation processes at
different temperatures. Due to the different time-interval
densities and the different time period, the actual particle
concentration variations at 66 and 70°C are different in the
complex experimental acoustics-temperature-particle phys-
ics system. According to the aerosol aggregation mechanism
stated in Section 1.2.1, this difference reveals the different
DEA growth processes for aggregation at 66 and 70°C.
Considering the attenuation of light propagation by high
concentration DEA, the high time-interval density for the
opacity data at 66°C indicates the growth process of DEA to be
violent. The opacity characteristic value of 67.5% corresponds
to a higher DEA concentration compared with that corre-
sponding to the characteristic value of 23.8%. Combined with
the extraordinarily different time period, the measured time
series opacity data indicates the complex temperature effect
on the aggregation process. Note that the quantitative high
intensity of the power spectrum at 66°C corresponds to this
violent aggregation process, in spite of the existence of
several low power values at frequencies close to 7.5 min~*
shown in Fig. 4g. The difference in intensity for the power
spectra analyzed by Fourier transform approximately corre-
sponds to the quantitative DEA aggregation difference at the
two CTs.
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Fig. 4 - Diesel exhaust aerosols (DEA) opacity responses (a), (c), (d) at 66°C and (b), (), (f) at 70°C. The time interval for collecting
data is 2 sec. (a) and (b) belong to the time-domain information of the DEA opacity responses; (c), (d), (e), (f) and (g) belong to the

frequency-domain information of the DEA opacity responses.

2.2. Experimental original time series opacity data and the
aggregated particles

As the practical representation of the time-series opacity data on
the complex system, the temperature effects on the aggregation
process at the other four CTs are represented by the original
experimental opacity data in Fig. 5, shown respectively from a to
d. Fig. 5 shows the DEA opacity responses in the time-domain at
the other four CT's 58, 64, 68 and 72°C. Combined with the opacity
responses at 66 and 70°C, the six different CTs represent the CT
range from 58 to 72°C, and respectively correspond to six
different temperature effects.

Similar to the two characteristic values shown in Fig. 4a and
b, the opacity values at the six CTs are generally divided into two
sets, those larger than 60% and those less than 30%. Depending

on the obviously dissimilar opacity variations with time at the
six CTs, the DEA aggregation processes due to temperature
effects are different under different temperature conditions.
Different opacity variations correspond to different concentra-
tion variation for DEA aggregation, which indicates the result of
the action of different effects on the DEA aggregation process.
In the measured data, it can be seen that the two sets of
opacity data essentially reach two values of 30% and 60%. This
behavior might result from aerosol trapping and aggregation
growth at the nodal points of the ASW. With the size increase
of particles in the aggregation process, the trapping action
based on the acoustic radiation force Eq. (1) is gradually
attenuated with the increase of Stokes drag force acting on
particles. According to the drag force F° = 6mpauy (u is the
viscosity coefficient of the fluid; uo is the velocity of diesel
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Fig. 5 - Time-domain information. (a) 58°C, (b) 64°C, (c) 68°C and (d) 72°C.

exhaust in CAC), the aggregated particle would move along
the flow direction of the diesel exhaust when the grown
particle becomes large enough and suddenly breaks away
from the trapping action. Due to the concentration increase at
the nodal point in the process of the aerosol trapping and
aggregation growth, the sudden change before and after
movement can cause two different concentration values for
the opacity.

In terms of the aggregated particles, a typical particle size
measurement at the CT of 66°C is shown in Fig. 6. The sample
method depends on the stickiness of the film on the aggregated
particles. As shown by this example, the particle sizes in Fig. 6a
show that the sizes of the aggregated particles are about 2.491-
68.17 um. The aggregated particle size such as 68.17 pm is much
larger than the well-known original DEA size distribution in the
sub-micron range (Kittelson, 1998; Harris and Maricq, 2001;
Wang et al., 2012). With higher magnification of a large particle
of 68.17 um, Fig. 6b shows that the aggregated particle is
composed of small aggregates with sizes about 500.3-8833 nm.
Fig. 6c shows that the small aggregates are composed of a large
number of much smaller particles with sizes about 13.34-
62.15 nm. The sizes of these nanoparticles are almost all in the
original size range < 50 nm for the most of the DEA particle
number (Guan et al.,, 2015; Burtscher, 2005; Kittelson, 1998;
Harris and Maricq, 2001; Wang et al., 2012). The arrangement of
these nanoparticles seems to be regular, as shown in Fig. 6d.

2.3. Temperature tuning effect

On the basis of Eq. (7), the probability distribution function for
the opacity time-series data can be calculated using the

time-domain information in the CT range from 58 to 72°C.
The calculation result is shown in Fig. 7.

Fig. 7 shows the accumulation frequency distributions at
the six CTs. For the time-series opacity data collected at 66°C,
the accumulation frequency values (see Fig. 7a) rise rapidly to
~70%, but the increase of opacity is less than ~30% in the
horizontal coordinate. The values remain constant at 70%
until the opacity increases to 60%, and rise again to 100% as
the opacity increases to greater than 60%. Such rise processes
coincide with division of the opacity data into two opacity
ranges of less than 30% and greater than 60% as analyzed in
Section 2.2. According to the similar rise regulation at the
other five CTs, itis easy to find that there are two discrete rise
periods for the accumulation frequency distributions. Be-
tween the two rise periods, the accumulation frequency is
approximately constant, which results in two data chains of
low (opacity close to 30%) and high opacity value (opacity
close to 60%) as shown in Fig. 7b. In the constant period, the
value of the accumulation frequency at each CT weights the
number of the opacity data respectively in the two data
chains. This means that if the number of the opacity data is
small at low opacity value, the number of the opacity data is
large at high opacity value. A large number of opacity data at
high opacity value indicates that the DEA concentration at
the specific CT is large, and that the corresponding DEA
aggregation process is violent. In the case of constant
period, the value of the accumulation frequency at each CT
can be used to quantify the aggregation level at the specific
CT.

According to the quantification method at constant period,
Fig. 8 shows the accumulation frequency variation at the six
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Fig. 6 - SEM (scanning electron microscope) images of the aggregated particles. (a), (b), (c) and (d) refer to different

magnifications.

CTs. It can be seen that the DEA aggregation levels are
sensitive to the CT, especially at the CTs of 66 and 68°C. The
CT of 66°C corresponds to the smallest value of accumulation
frequency, which means that the corresponding aggregation
level is the most violent. The optimal aggregation in the CT
range of 58-72°C is different from the monotonically increas-
ing aggregation rate with temperature rise introduced in the
aggregation model in the literature (Noorpoor et al., 2012).
Combined with the maximum acoustic pressure at the
CT of 66°C and the aggregation mechanism described in
Section 1.2.1, the sub-resonance at 58 and 64°C, and the
super-resonance at 68, 70 and 72°C might result in reduction
of the aggregation level. According to Egs. (1)-(4), the reason
for the maximum agglomeration rate at 66°C may attribute to
the maximum amplitude of acoustic pressure caused by the
temperature tuning. In other studies, the effect of tempera-
ture on acoustic agglomeration is rarely noticed to be derived
from the enhancement of agglomeration efficiency due to
high acoustic pressure. For other acoustic devices acting as
tube resonators possibly having a different L and n, when f, =
1.286 kHz for Eq. (5), the maximum acoustic pressure and the
optimum aggregation may be achieved at a different temper-
ature T. Nevertheless, the process of using temperature
tuning for acquiring the maximum acoustic aggregation rate
is still universal. As an example, for a specific acoustic
apparatus, the error of geometric parameters and the change
of complex environment conditions with temperature would
impact the resonance characteristic of the operating appara-
tus. The potential reduction of acoustic aggregation level

caused by the geometric error and environmental change can
be optimized by temperature tuning.

3. Conclusions

An acoustic apparatus integrated with a temperature tuning
platform was constructed. The effect of temperature on the
DEA aggregation process in an ASW field was studied using
this apparatus. CTs in the range of 58-72°C were used to
induce different aerosol aggregation processes with other
parameters (such as the acoustic frequency of 1.286 kHz,
voltage amplitude of 17 V and input electric power of 16.7 W)
held constant. The temperature tuning focused on the CTs of
58, 64, 66, 68, 70 and 72°C. It was found that the DEA
aggregation levels at the different CTs were different. The
DEA aggregation process was found to be quite sensitive to
the CT, and the optimal level of DEA aggregation could be
achieved at 66°C. The size of the aggregated particles was
much larger than the well-known submicron size of DEA. The
optimal temperature effect for DEA aggregation in an ASW
field attributes to the resonance occurring at 66°C. The
enhancement effect of temperature tuning on aerosol acous-
tic aggregation processes can be used for other acoustic tube
devices.

The aggregation result was shown by means of SEM
(scanning electron microscope, Quanta 200 F, FEI, USA)
imaging of the aggregated particles. The relationship of the
aerosol aggregation process and opacity measurements was
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Fig. 7 - (a) Two rise periods, including the 1st rise period and
the 2nd rise period, and (b) the constant period of the
accumulation frequency distribution. For each CT, the total
time for collecting data is at least 8 min; the value interval of
statistical opacity is 2%; the total number of the data is larger
than 250.

studied. The time-series opacity data of DEA at six CTs was
used to characterize the variation regulation of DEA aggrega-
tion. The time-domain method and the frequency-domain

Fig. 8 - Accumulation frequency variation with CT.

method were used to analyze the opacity data acquired
experimentally. The accumulation frequency distribution for
the acquired time-series opacity data was used to further
analyze the specific temperature effect. It is clear that the
method and technology of aerosol acoustic aggregation
process regulation and optimization through control of the
operating temperature is feasible and convenient. On the
other hand, the potential advantages of this technology not
only could overcome the influence of errors from equipment
manufacture and assembly, but also reduce the impact of
complex running environments and seasonal changes on
aggregation performance. The technique could be of value in
industrial applications.
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